DEUTERONOMY 
THE LAST BOOK OF MOSES 


THE NAME: “DEUTERONOMY” 


* The name of the book comes from the Greek Word: “Deuteronomion” 
* It means "The Second Law” or “Repeated Law” 
* This book has also been called as the “Book of Remembrance” 


* Deuteronomy consists of a series of farewell messages by Israel's 120 year- 
old leader, Moses. 
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AUTHORSHIP & FACTS 


* Moses is traditionally believed to be the Author of Numbers, which is part of the Torah or 
Pentateuch (The 5 books of Moses) 

* Several times, Deuteronomy asserts Moses as author (1:1; 4:44; 29:1). 

* Old Testament and New Testament writers quote from Deuteronomy 

* They often referred to it as originating with Moses (1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 14:6; Ezra 3:2; 
Nehemiah 1:7; Malachi 4:4; Matthew 19:7) 


DATE WRITTEN: 1407-1406 BC 
CHAPTERS: 34 
VERSES: 957 
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- ITS PLACE IN HISTORY 


* Deuteronomy was written at the end of the 40 years of wandering endured by the nation 
of Israel. 

* Deuteronomy covers a time frame of about 1 month. 

* The events recorded in this book took place 40 days before the Israelites entered the 
Promised Land, Canaan. 

* At the time, the people were camped on the east side of the Jordan River, on the plains 
ot Moab, across trom the city of Jericho (Deuteronomy 1:1; 29:1). 

* They were on the verge of entering the land that had been promised centuries earlier to 
their foretathers (Genesis 12:1, 6-9). 

* The children who had lett Egypt were now adults, ready to conquer and settle the 


Promised Land. 
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EVENTS LEADING TO DEUTERONOMY 


EXODUS 


15.01.Y1 
* The people departed from Egypt on the 15th day of the 1st month--March/April [Nisan] 
(Num 33:3; cf. Ex. 12:2 ,5) 


01.03.1Y 
* The people reached the wilderness of Sinai on the 1st day of the 3rd month--May/June 
[Sivan] (Ex 19:1) 


01.01.2Y 
* The tabernacle was erected on the 1st day of the 1st month of the 2nd year--March/April 


[Nisan] (Ex. 40:17) 
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EVENTS LEADING TO DEUTERONOMY 


LEVITICUS 


* Leviticus is given during the one month interval immediately following the filling of the 
Tabernacle by the glory of the Lord and before the people prepared to leave Sinai for the 
promised land--March/April [Nisan] (Num 1:1; cf. Ex 40:17) 


NUMBERS 
01.02.2Y 


* Numbers opens with a census taken on the 1st day of the 2nd month in the 2nd year--April/ 


May [lyyar or Ziv (Num 1:1) 
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EVENTS LEADING TO DEUTERONOMY 
20.02.2Y 


* The cloud is taken up to begin to lead the people to the promised land from the 
wilderness of Sinai on the 20th day of the 2nd month of the 2nd year--April/May [lyyar or Ziv] 
(Num 10:11) 


* The people sin at Kadesh=Barnea (Num 13--14) and are sentenced to wander 40 years inthe  _- 


wilderness (Num 14:33). 


* Numbers covers 38 years and nine months (cf. Num 1:1 with Deut 1:3) 
01.05.40Y 


* Aaron dies on Mount Hor on the 1st day of the 5th month in the fortieth year--July/August 
[Ab] (Num 33:38) 
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EVENTS LEADING TO DEUTERONOMY 


DEUTERONOMY 
01.11.40Y 


* Deuteronomy opens on the Transjordan on the 1st day or the 11th month of the fortieth 
year after what should have been an eleven day journey--January/February [Shebat] 
(Deut 1:1-3) 
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~~ OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK 


* The task before the Israelites is to take possession of the Promised Land. 

* At 120 years old, Moses knew that he would soon die 
So he took the opportunity to issue a call to obedience and review God's covenants to 
the next generation and appoint his successor, Joshua. 


* Deuteronomy is not a 2nd law but an adaptation and expansion of much of the original 
Law given on Mt. Sinai. 

* This book contains Moses’ last 3 sermons and 2 prophetic poems about Israel's future, 
preached shortly before his death. 


The 1st sermon. 1:1 - 4:3 
It recounts the forty years of wilderness wanderings which had led to that moment, and 


ends with an exhortation to observe the law (or teachings), later referred to as the Law of 
Moses. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK 
* The 2nd sermon. 4:44 - 26:19 


* The second sermon reminds the Israelites of the need to follow Yahweh and the laws (or 
teachings) he has given them, on which their possession of the land depends. 


* The 3rd sermon. 27 - 30 
the third sermon offers the comfort that, even should Israel prove unfaithful and so lose the land, 
with repentance all can be restored. 


* These sermons are especially important because of Israel’s earlier failure to conquer the land 
(see Deut. 1:19-46). 

_ * Now that they are at the border of the Promised Land Moses wants to ensure that the people will 
be obedient this time. 

* Moses urges the people not to repeat those errors when they enter the Promised Land. 

* Possessing Canaan will fulfill the promises made to the patriarchs 

* But if the ieee stl fall into Sen or fail to silaeias the law, ye will ve othe, 
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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK 


_* The final four chapters (31-34) 

* Chapter 31: contain the the narratives recounting the passing of the mantle of leadership from 
Moses to Joshua, 

%* Chapter 32: The Song of Moses, 

* Chapter 33: the Blessing of Moses, 

* Chapter 34: the death of Moses on Mount Nebo. 
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 SHEMA ISRAEL 

_ Deuteronomy 6:4-5: “Hear, O Israel: .. The Lord our God, the Lord is one! .You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

Hear O Israel = Shema Yisrael 

This passage has become the basic credo of Judaism 

It is a very important prayer in Judaism (till date) recited twice-daily 

It brings all the themes of this book together 

Shema means “Listen” (not just with your ears but to OBEY) 

It calls for LOVE for God - Not just Emotionally but DEVOTEDLY (with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength) us 
— * This OBEDIENCE + DEVOTION to ONE God is crucial as the people enter into a nation filled 


with idolatry, pagan practices and polytheism. 


x* «*« * * * 


__ * (Ifthe heart is set right - serving God and following His laws is not going to be a burden 


- _ * You can mee yt the Burden in Moses’ heart as he looked ae his NEXT Generation... 
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MOSES 
ON MT.NEBO 
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~ OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY 


1) The First Address of Moses 
* Historical overview (Deut. 1:6-3) 
* Appeal for commitment to God (Deut. 4) 


2) The Second Address of Moses 

* God's covenant with Israel (Deut. 5:1-21) 

* A Message about the First Commandment (Deut. 6-9:6) 

* A Survey of the Laws Given on Mount Sinai (Deut. 9:7-10:11) 
* Reminders of God's Laws (Deut. 10:12-11) 


3) The Laws 

Sacrifice (Deut. 12) 

Giving in to Idolatry (Deut. 13) 

Acceptable and Forbidden Foods (Deut. 14:3-21) 
Tithes (Deut. 14:22-29) 
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~ OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY 


* Year of Release (Deut. 15:1-11) 

* Releasing Slaves (Deut. 15:12-18) 

* Firstlings of Cattle and Sheep (Deut. 15:19-23) 

* Yearly Pilgrimage Feasts and Festivals (Deut. 16:1-17) 

* Leaders of the Nation (Deut. 16:18-28:22) 

Right of Asylum (Deut. 19) 

Conduct of War (Deut. 20, 21:10-14, 23:9-14) 

Marriage and Family Life (Deut. 21, 22, 24:1-4, 25:5-10) 
Certain Humanitarian Regulations (Deut. 21, 22, 24, 25) 
Blessings and Curses on the People (Deut. 27) 

Results of Observance and Neglect (Deut. 28) 


* * * * i 


4) The Last Days of Moses 

* Third Address (Deut. 29-30) 

* Last Words and Acts of Moses (Deut. 31-33) 
* Death and Burial of Moses (Deut. 34) 
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